
John Milam – Outstanding Apprentice with Local Union #72 
Submitted by Michele Ramsey, Foothills Alumni Transition Counselor 

 
John Milam is a Morgan Foothills December, 
2020, graduate and has a unique story. After a 
few poor decisions in his 9th grade year of high 
school, John needed to work during the day and 
improve his GPA. Foothills was the perfect next 
step. John said, “Foothills was the best decision 
I’ve ever made in my life!” This hard-working 
and ambitious young man set his academic and 
career goals early in his sophomore year and 
never looked back. John worked for the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources daily from 3 a.m. un-
til noon and then attended Foothills in the eve-
nings. John’s father is a General Foreman with 
Union #72 and John wanted to follow in his foot-
steps. He knew his father worked long hours, 
but he found the work exciting with great bene-
fits. John said that his dad inspired him to pur-
sue a career in the skilled trades. He knew he wanted to become a certified welder and became the first 
student at Morgan Foothills to earn that credential as a dual enrollment student at Athens Technical 
Collge. This year-long program allowed him to take his academic classes Monday through Thursday 
evenings from 4-9 p.m. and attend welding classes during the day from 1:30-3:30. The dual enrollment 
welding class was held at the Morgan County College and Career Academy and John took advantage of 
this opportunity to get college and high school credit while honing his welding skills. According to Team 
Coordinator Heather Fuller, “John Milam was an exceptional student here at Morgan Foothills. He took 
advantage of every opportunity we offered including obtaining a Technical College Certificate in Shield-
ed Metal Welding through our dual enrollment partnership with Athens Tech and Morgan County High 
School. He came to school every day with a great attitude and willingness to work hard to achieve his 
goals. We hope he knows he will always have the support from faculty and staff here at Morgan Foot-
hills.” 
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Message from the Superintendent 

This month’s issue of the Review highlights a few major and growing themes 

at Foothills: 1) students finding renewed opportunities for success through our 

programs; 2) the growing catalog of work-based learning/dual enrollment op-

tions for students, as they find ways to make meaningful connections between 

their school lives and the futures that lie beyond; and 3) the burgeoning net-

work of partnerships and local businesses providing new and exciting direc-

tions for our students. These highlights are featured in the successes being 

experienced by John Milam and Zack Simmons. We are so proud of the work 

being done by these great young men. Read and enjoy, Foothills friends! 

—Sherrie 
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John Milam’s Story, continued... 
  
John’s goal was to join the Union, local 72 in Atlanta. 

His father and brother are members, so John knew 

the benefits of union membership, including the excel-

lent wages and opportunities for advancement it 

would offer him. In fact, upon graduation from Foot-

hills in December 2020, John applied and was ac-

cepted into the union apprenticeship program. 

 Currently, John attends classes at Newton College 

and Career Academy and works full-time. His next 

goal is to complete the 5 years as an apprentice, jour-

neyman, Foreman and then graduate to a General 

Foreman, like his father. 

John is completing his first year as an apprentice with 

Local Union #72, a large union of over 3,500 members which include plumbers, pipefitters & HVACR Techni-

cians. John is employed as a pipefitter with Bachelor and Kimbell Construction Group and has already worked on 

job sites at Emory, Grady Hospital, CHOA, Alcon, and other projects in Atlanta.  

His advice for current students is to consider a career in the skilled trades. He knows the good job opportunities 
that are available, and the competitive salary and benefits they offer. John will get an increase in pay each year 

while an apprentice, have health insurance provided, and gain a wealth of hands-on experience with trained pro-
fessionals. John is yet another stellar example of the opportunities Foothills offers and the doors a Foothills diplo-
ma can open.                              —————————— 

Heyward Allen Attendance Award Winner 
Submitted by Melanie Brittain, Foothills Regional Director for Student Services  

 

Last week marked the third time for the Heyward Allen Attendance Award, with 
Zack Simmons from Madison Foothills being named as the winner. Zack only 
lacks two credits to graduate and he plans to march in the December graduation! 

During the award presentation, Steve Middlebrooks, owner of Heyward Allen 
Toyota," discovered that Zack wants to go to Athens Tech in Automotive Tech-
nology, so he told him that he 
offers scholarships in that ar-

ea at Athens Tech and per-
haps Zack could work for 
Heyward Allen one day! What 

a great conclusion to this story. Congratulations to 

Zack, and thanks once again to Steve Middlebrooks 
and Heyward Allen for their support of our Foothills 
students and family.  

The Foothills Vision 

Foothills Education Charter High School strives to be an accessi-

ble, high-quality high school option that is flexible and respon-

sive to the needs of the People of Georgia and its communities.  


